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Redevelopment likely to move forward

Fairview to vote on TGI Friday’s plan

By WiLL Buss
News-Democrat

- Fairview Heights City Council
will vote on a plan to build a new
TGI Friday’s restaurant to
replace the existing one in town,

The council is expected to
approve the $3 million project at
the April 15 meeting. The new
6,600-square-foot building will
house only the restaurant with
157-space parking lot. Additional
space also will be reserved for a
possible future hotel develop-

ment. ;

The plans call for demolishing
the building at 6900 N. Illinois
St. that houses both the existing
restaurant and the Ramada Inn.
The building was also home to a
succession of comedy clubs. The
last was Comedy Etc., which left
more than a year ago.

Fairview Heights Economic
Development Director Mike
Malloy said the restaurant will
remain open during some of the
demolition and is only expected
to close for no longer than four

weeks while the new restaurant
is built on the property.

Tricorp Management Co. in
Chesterfield, Mo., owns and
operates 12 TGI Friday’s ‘in four
states, including the one in
Fairview Heights and four others
across the river in the St. Louis
area.

Chief executive officer Steve
Bell said he anticipates the dem-
olition and redevelopment to
begin by late next month or
June. The Drury Inn had pur-
chased the building a year ago,
but since has decided to tear it
-down. He said the current restau-

rant is old and needed to be ren-
ovated. He also said Tricorp typ-
ically has generated better busi-
ness with its free-standing loca-
tions.

“We’re not overall proud of the
condition of that restaurant,”
Bell said. “Drury bought it a year-
and-a-half ago and they decided
that it’s outlived its use, as has
the restaurant. So we basically
made the decision to not put
more money into the existing
facility or renegotiate a new facil-
ity, which would be the best
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historic photos and mem-
orabilia that cover the
walls in the current
restaurant.

course of action. We final-
ly decided it would be bet-
ter to build a new restau-
~rant.”

" The new restaurant will
have a large kitchen that
opens into the dining
room and a large outdoor
patio that will face St.

Clair Square, located
south and across
Interstate 64.

The new restaurant’s

~interior will break with
“tradition and be decorat-
“ed in a more contempo-
rary style and not with

n
increase its annual rev- li

enues in Fairview Heights h
by 12 percent, from $2.4
million to $2.7 million. ¢

“We'll be excited about™ The business also will pro-

putting a new building
into the Fairview Heights
market with a new proto-
type for TGI Friday’s that
will * have interesting
aspects to the facility,”
Bell said.

Bell expects the devel-
opment will take about
four months to complete.
The new restaurant would
open by the fall and
employ 75, including as
many as 20 new employ-
ees. _

Malloy said the TGI
Friday’s has committed to

vide $5,000 during a five- 1
yearperiod for the mainte-
nante of the nearby 1-64 '

coridor. - I

Cotact reporter Will Buss at *

whiss@bnd.com or 618-

2P-2526.
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